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Game 1966A.T Winter 1902 

BRITISH FOinTK EESBtf SAILS 3H0U POF.TSIiOUTH ■ 

liar.; shipbuiidi^g p^og^aii "cui:csd for yn&sm- bum 
kagyah vciotielers -serai ii;/ ahijy itau.jt floruits p^/jxj if roll, 

SWITCH KJ-UST/J3LISK GOVliRH.iJHT II? LY01T 
EA.ISLE AEPIXiS TC GuSIi-ITS A^O .'Jil^S 

The builds t 

AUSTRIA. (Munroe) t Army Budapest. 

13KGLAED (Wells): Fleet Liverpool. Fleet ,Loncttfn. 

ITAXY (Francis) t .'amy Rome. 

Press releases! 

Berlin,. 31 Dec. "Truly is the .3ark I rales of the -Veils yclept "Perfidious 
Albion". Surely will the SPall-of 1902 "be known 'as the season of infamy. 
Feitr not, vengeance shall "be raine% said, the ICaj^ser i'n a 5"ew Year's IJve 
35 each at the Tiergaxten. "A. battle rivaled only by the legendary \7ar of 
the King will result' from English treachery. Already German forces are 
massing to relieve the unfortuncte residents of Holland — Death to the 
l^ngli.shj It is nottoo late, still to re-establish, peace— UnglancI must 
admit its error'' and recant,, oz, be scuttled, \Lj CAXF~:UP0F OU-'.";. .ICJi^iDS ,A':D 
.iXLIUS .{we do fcave . some? Let 1 s see, . .there' s. and then maybe not, but 
we can depend \on. #>hmmm) We call, upon all loyal Germans to rise and in the 
fullness of time destroy the oath-breakers." 

.Iyon, 12 Feb. (UP). This provincial French city ' and centre of the si 13c 
'industry, is the scene ^of unaccustomed activity as the French government 
settles in. Oir. the." evacuation of- Paris, just prior to the German occup- 
ation, Iyon was chosen' as the -temporary, capital as it is in a region 
in the fir™ control pf l'Armee du lord, the most reliable of the 
remaining French armies'; Bordeaux, .the. traditional seat 'of refugee French " 
governments, was at one time -proposed: in fact some ministries went there 
on their initial flight from Paris. However, it was decided against on 
the ground that it was too open to attaclc from ?:xitish naval units. The 
decision would seem to have been a wise one as the Hoyal 1-arine Brigade 
now occupies Mantes and is pressing steadily southward. Though there 
is no lack of cynics /that the real reason for choosing Iyon was its /-to say 
fortunate proximity .to Geneva— many prominent French parliamentarians are 
known to maintain accounts in Swiss banks. 

The Italian seizure of Spain has by no means yet been fully consolidated 
Their navy does fully control the whole . of the Mediterranean litoral. 
Italy is also in full control .of the roads and railways from -Barcelona, 
Valencia, and Alicante, leading to Madrid. However, Madrid. is about the 
northwestern limit of their penetration. It is believed that Alpine 
troops will be brought in to complete the subjugation of Spain. Until 
that is done, however, France will be able to maintain a tenuous line of 
communication, throggh Burgos and Valladolid, to its troops in 
Portugal. 
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Game 19664q , Sp ring 1903 

ITALY L.XDS I'C^C^o AT JDUVLBilS 

ATTSLZPT TO SiXJUF^ Y7H0LB, .-JKIATIC CO,. ST FOHESU^F 

st;xs;ai^ ir vest* trubck^s kussiai/s su-occupy p^tkrsbuiig 

parallel rhit^ ssok jps tc sua biutise it.jvy bu-tal^s jtoiii/ay 

turks ©vek-pjib gs^ijcu 

I£]TUFTE Iif IxOBTH ? 

The moves* 

RUSSIA (Keinsel) i Army Livonia supports army Moscow to St. Petersburg. 

Army Koscow to St, Petersburg, Array Bohemia supports 
array Vienna., Army Vienns^sup^ojrts a rm^^ura an ia _ to Galicia. Array 
Rumania toj2al^cia«_ Fleet Black Sea to^umania^ Fleet Borway to Sweden. 

FRA33CE (Thompson) t 3?l£e V gi^l^sh Channel to^Bbrth^Sea^ ;jXra^_Burj|undv_ 

a to"ruu3ox* Array Belgium supports~"army Burgundy to Huhr, 

iixmyJ?aris_to Burgundy. Army Gascony supports army Paris to Burgundy, 
7jrmy~Picardy~supports army Paris to Burgundy. 

GEiPJl/jr/ (Nelson) : Army liunich supports army Huhx, Army^Jiuhx supports 

. array_ Ilolland, Fleet Kiel supports Tleel; Benmar&." 
Army Holland stands. PI e e t"""Dentnark stands, 

AUSTRIA (Duncan): Flee t Greece_to Bulgaria Army_3erhia to^umani^ 

iJrmy^I^d ap e st ^o^GtO.lpip.^ Army™Tri£sJe_to Vienna^] 

UBGL/JID (Long) : Fleet Skagejrrak to. Vo ££& Sea. Fleet Borth Sea to 

Norwegian Sea. 371 eet* St. Petersburg to ITorway. Army 
Finland supports fleet St. Petersburg to Norway, 

TURIUY (Greene)': Array Bulgaria to Greece. Fleet Aegean Sea supports 

army Bulgaria to Greece. Array Cons tantinople to Bulgaria 
Fleet Eastern Mediterranean Sea supports fleet Aegean Sea, 

ITALY (Goldman): Army Tunis to Albania, Fleet Ionian Sea convoys 

army Tunisia to Albania. Fleet Baples supports fleet 
Ionian Sea. Arm^_4^rol-ia-_ i r i e il" t .!l* 

Underlined moves do* not succeed. The Austrian fleet in Greece is 
& slod.ged and, heving no available retreat open, is removed from 
play, Deadline for moves for Ball 1903 is Friday, 30 Dec. 19SS. 

Press Releases : 

lidime , 10 Jan.: Sultan Abdul Osman spoke from his spring retreat to 
a' gathering of news reporters, "Peace v?ith the Italian Umpire is 
forseen, v/ar may be -avoided. Allah, however, has willed that war must 
be with the French Republic. The Ottoman Umpire does hereby declare 
war upon The Republic of France for its assault upon Germany, 11 French, 
business establishments were immediately seized. 

Somewhere in Bulgaria, 11 Jan. : General Confusion took command of 
the 1st army. General Bewilderment has been appointed by the Duke 
of Greenewich to journey to Berlin- via Moscow for talks. Upon completion 



ALAI~ HU3?3? \/IU8 G :^ J0d6D 

BROBDIFGFAG foulc" like to congratulate Alan' Kuff on his recent win of 
game 1966D, announced in the latest issue of Barad»dur , #34, The winner, 
who has played! mostly In the^ Baltimore r zines,~ "has". "had some rough luck 
in his previous games so that It is an especial pleasure to congratulate 
him on this Tiin, The game itself,. Barad-dur* s game #GB~1966-E, is tie 
shortest 7~man individual game so ar played "in postal "Diplomacy • 'This 
is made evident Toy the fact that it is a 1956 game; in contrast one 1964 
game is still in progress, an^d only: 3 of the 20-odd 1955 games have so 
far been finished. The game was also notable in that not a single player 
had 'to be replaced during the course of it» One coulc wish that this 
letter feature didn't call for ■■special comment, ks a result of &lan 
luff's wiri a .ww edition of ^ROB T s completed game rating list is called 
fdr. It ia given below. - 

.- « ■ ■ r - - - ■ — ~ 

. BROB finished Game bating List - #2 

+12 John Smythe (\7) 

+ 6 /JLafr Huff (-\7) ^ 
John IConing 
Bruce Pelz (*./) 
Charles 7611s (ff) 

+ 5 ?rank Clark 

Derek Felson (W) 

. + 4 Srio* Blake 

John Bo af amen "(w) 

James Goldman. 
Robert Lake 
Dian Pel? 

v"5 C**»ed Ton lletzke 

+' 2 James IlacKenzie. (w) 
Don ;j.ller 

+ 1 Bill Christian . 
Ken Davidson 
ilnder.s Swenson 

0 Leri ailes 
John Davey 
I'lark Owings 
Jock Hoot 

m 1 Jack Harness 

John IlcCallunr ■ 

- 2 Hon Daniels 
James 'Dygert 
Jim Sanders 
a.rl Thompson 



- 4 Hargaret Gemigriani 
Dave HcDaniel 
Poland Tzudiker 



m 5 Tom maimer 

Stuart Keshner 

m 3 .Bernie ICling 



v 7 Charles Br anna n 

4-8 Richard Sehultz 

i' 

~XL Paul Harley 

»i2 Pred Lerner, ■ 

This, rating list is based on 
oomti^eted -iadiTtduaJ- games, 1963^, 
1933B, 1964£, 1964B, 1955A, 
19351, 1965L, and 1966D. (w) after 
a name indicates a gamely/inner. 

The corresponding country 'liet is: 



Turkey +14 

.England + 6 

Prance + 3 

Hussla " 0 

Germany X 

Austria •» 8 

Italy -14 



/JL though raest of the differences 
from the previous edition of the 
rating list, published in mOB #43, 



are due, of course? to the inclusion of the • newly corrolc ted. gcme* Detailed 
comparison v/ill "sliow, howevery#that there a; e some other .minor changes. 
They ere <?.ue to a. different system of assigning scores for' countries 
which, have -]ia,d replacement pplayers. The system has already been used in 
th:- 1 st two revisions of the HfiQE Current Ch:me Hating List. . 

The IROBDIFGITAG r tin system, described in TD.OB #4.3, works 
fine when ell players in a game remain in it from 190X until .they are 
either forced out or the game ends. ;„s with most re ting li..,ts, the 
trouble begins. when one *or- more countries are reassigned in mid-game. 
There is the-n no vay- in which the -score of a re-assi*gned country can be 
divided between the two (or more) players who commanded its forces 
for part of the game. _ 

how to assign such points is, in the nature of things, an 
arbitrary decision. Up until now most., rating schemes h;:ve given the 
final player for the country the points earned by it. Charles wells 
has recently pointedout ( Lonely : bunta& n #24) that there is corns thing: 
to be said f;or a: signing all points in a rating system to the original 
players for the countries concerned. There is indeed, but 'adoption of 
that rule means that there in no inducement, as far- as rating points 
are concerned, for a • * replacement player to do as well as he can 

with his country. 

The H?.OB rating system has the characteristic the t the net 
contribution of any game to the total score is zero* Therefore the average 
rating score of all players listed is also zero. 'In order to dissuade 
plcyers from abandoning games," and in order to encourage replacement 
players to do their best, BROB has, since Current G-cme List -#2, adopted, 
the folio'-.. inc idea, t \ country Tin a game which ends up with a positive 
score, has that score assigned to the player who made the last move 
for the country.' A country, wh'Ich ends up with a negative score, has 
the score charged to the initial player for the country. 

There is no doubt tha't there are individual cases where this 
system is unfair. I kno^' of a' case of a player who did not resign but 
resiled to continue pi eying in~a game but who was replaced by ••.him of 
the gamearjs-eter. In such ^ ease- one would lilce to assign all the. 
negative points to the -gemesmaster himself, ."J. so see a letter from John 
"honing, elserhcrh- 'in^thio Issue* Kerrever, -these are exceptional eases 
and h,ard "cas,es make had laV» he all know how. most transfers take piece. 
Some, player finds he is not doing too well in a certain aeme and 
decides to leave it. Cf ten he doesn't even bother"" to resign, so that 
the -gamesmastcr can appoint a replacement while there is still some- 
slight 'hope for the country, he just o;uit -s. In the rating system 
here ased, the losses of all abandonee" countries go to the deserting 
player, as they should. .'_nd if the replacement is abl, to do anything 
with the cause that ha takes over, he gains any profits made, as he 
should • . _ . 

I am w61I aware tha.-t -oh ere are anomali es where the. system i s 
unfair. Taken ovr-r-* the whole postal Diplomacy field, though, it is, I 
think, fairer than- assigning all profits nd losses to the final player. 

Pot to be- swindled by the system is quite easy: Don't sign up 
for games that you don't intend- to play out # and Play out all games that 
you- sign up for. If a player must resign on account of some unforeseen 
emergency? .. then, in order not. to hurt his score he should pick as 
replacement a -plcyer who can he relied on to do his best for the duration 
of play. hnd. if he must ask t' e gemesmaster to wake a. replacement for 
hita, then the earlier he so informs the gamesmar/oer , so tha c the latter 
can offer a going concern, rather than a bankrupt one, the less damage 
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his 're tint; is likely to/ receive* 

Buff.* s -win, together .with the • normal . a.* tr i ti on of the lest 
three weeks e.r so, .call for -a new edition of the EROB. Current Game 
Elating list. It is given "below, * 

■ HSOBDIBGB.;G Current Getne bating List, ;/4. 



+23" John Smythe {\T) " 

+20 John Zoning 

John BcCallutn . 

u +16 Charles '.Tells (T7) 

"+12 Don filler 

■±10 ..Brank Clark^ . *. ,. 

+ 8 .. Sere!: Bel son (*.7) 
, , Jerry Poumelle 
Charles Beinsel 
• 

+ 7 Jaiaes BaeBsnzie . ( T ,j) 
Hark Ovings-'' 

+ 6 Terry ICueh t 

Bruee Pels (17) 

+ 4 Brie "Blake 

John Boardinan ,(w) 
Rick /rooks 
Jsmes Goldman ' 
Boh Lake ' ' 

Banks B^ehane - 
Geo.. Barks 
Dian Pelz 

v S Harold Peck. 
Bo/bert Bard 

+ 2 Bavin Baker 
Ben Davidson 
Gregory BoCLenear 
A.n d e r s 3 we n s o n 
Barl Thompson 

+ 1 John /.us tin 

Bill Christian 
Bohert Cline 
Jay /."alderaan 
Yfeyne Hoheisel 
David Lehling 
ICiu Fat tee 
Hank Beinhardt 
Beinstei n/B e rm an 
Jock Boot 
Robert V^elan 



* 1 

« 2 



5 



-li 

-18 



0 Ben Atkins 
Len BaiJ.e.s 
VSack^halker 
John ■ Davey 
Bonald ~7ilson 

'Jfiaes Dygert' ■ 
Allan Buff * (\7) 

Brenda Bank's 
Bon Daniels 
Jim Sanders.' 
Dennis Smith ; 

Dan Br anna n 
J?Tnes La turner 
*' John ICazor 
Conrad von Betzke 

Bon Bounds 
Ixar.garet Gemignani 
VJ.es&s Gillijand 
Jack 'Harness . ■ 
Dave : :cDaniel 
Bon Parks 
Bill schref£ler 

T«m Bu^aer 
Stuart Beshner 
Steven Fatt 

Sidney Get 
Thomas Gorman 
Eernie Bling 
Don Becklies 
John Sandoval 
-U Scott 

Barry Gold 

Joel Battel 
Bichard Sehultz 

Jerald Jacks 

Stephen Barr 
Bred Lamer 
Boland Tzudiker 

Phil C a store 
Paul Barley 



In addition to the completed games listed on page 3, thi s listing 
includes partial results from game s T in progress, 19542(.1915) , 1965I3( 1910) , 
19650(1910), D(1909], S(l910), !f(l909), G(1907), I-i(l903), li(l907), 
19650,(1910), ? k (l909) f S(l91l), T(l910), U(1907), .7(1906 J, 1,7(1906), 
19G6/,(l906), B(l905), C(1905), £(1905), ]l(l903), l(1907). 



Game 1966 A.Q. Press ..eleasce $ (continued from page 2). 

of these t a lies wi th the Czar anc iaiser, lie v. ill see].-; a command, in the 
Ge- r m an a my , , ••' * " 

hthens, 15 hey, .v tremendous naval "cattle tool; pit ce just south-east of 
here, a "battle v/hi-eh lrst'ed .(Several days. The Ci-reeh press is comparing 
it i/ith the battle of Salamis » fought in the sane waters, over ' two 
dozen centuries age* however , the outcome v;as different as. .this time 
it appears that, the east v/as victorious, Admiral Pazooza f s Turleish fleet 
entered the Piraeus tod-ay, battered* but asserting that they had driven 
most cf the /.ustrian fleet ashore, 

Paris, 20 Lay* ;* tef s e -commttni que* issued by the foreign .Of f ice today 
stated: France triumphed' over temptation and mil not seize t£te hone—land 
of rJnglancU l T or mil France . betray her- alliance with Italy, 



In ;/3 of \7ild ^Ofeoly * Dan "Brannan added J13 to his houserules. It 
read, "A., *. convoy move does not tut support gainst • tie fleet In the 
body -of water through which the army is convoyed last, 3, Uhen one of 
the fleets in the convoy chain is dislodged, the attempted convoy does 
not cut support at all," The letters /* and. £ do not a-pear in the origin;,! 
they herve been added here for greater convenience in discussing the/, 
two clauses, The latest edition &£*the V/lld «n Wooly hpuserules retains 
this rule mth trivial change in the rormng or tire first sentence. 
See iL'nF $35, 

P>rannan ! s -ule Situation A. 

The wording of the first sentence of .^rannan^s 3ula' has appeared 
obscure to many, and those- who £ave adopted Srennan's llule for' their 
own ! zines h?ve usually s^ahrased that part cf it, Y/hat'- it means is 
that, for purposes of cutting support, a convoyed army is regarded a^ 
coming from the position of the (last) convoying fleet, rather than 
from the province of origin. 

The ruleboolc states, "I£ -a unit ordered to support in a given 
"province is attached from a different province the unit disregards 
its order to support, 'turns to f -.ec its attacker 1 f and defends its 
own position. !1 what does !i from : ' mean in this sentence? hoes it mean 
"ultimately or originally f rom" , or does it mean "directly or immediately 
from"? if furhey, say, convoys an army from Constantinople, through the 
/.egean and. Ionian Seas, to Apulia, is that army to he regarded as coming 
from Constantinople, it? ■ rovince of origin, or as from the Ionian 3ea , 
the position from which it hi ts fie h -to is area? If the army actually 
mahes a landing i o ma os no difference, fut if a hostile force, already in 
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/^■pulia | is ordered to support some action or other, the .question of 
v : h ether that support is cut or not, will depend, some tiroes, on rhich 
definition of "frota'' io adopted. 

'The same confusio v. ar ises in ev ery d ay life, of course, 11 Where 
do these oranges corse from?'* 1 might require the ansver, "".'lie ;\ h P" , 

• or "jplorida" , depending on the'" tenor of the "previous conversation. 
Unfortunately v;e h,-we no previous conversation to guide us hire. : "or is 

• it surprising that Uio vord "ultimately" , or "immediately" , whichever 
is correct, was omitted . from the rulebook. In the very greet majority 
of attachs the- tvo places are precisely the L same: it i. 3. only in the 
case of the relatively rrre convoyed attach that there is a difference. 

The omission cannot, unfortunately, "be made good "by extension 
from the usual cases. Poardman, in the case of his Dilemma, as v/e sav 
in the lr at issue, v;as able to deduce vhat the rulebooh seemed to say, 
"By Omission", as he said, Po such logical extension, analytical con- 
tinuation, or vhat you Trill, -is r>ossible here. Insert "ultimately" in the 
quoted, section of. the rulebooh and ve ret a perfectly consistent rule, 
" vhich, moreover., corresponds vith the standard . game in cases -/here there 
is no convoy, such as an attack on : unich from Poherair. t Insert " immed- 
iately" end. one again rets a self -oonsi stent rule, vhich also corresponds 
■with v.'hat ve are used to in simple c:.ses. So ve do not have the usual 
clash between "realist 11 and "legalist 11 . 'The most rigid of legalists 
can ad o-o t either interpretation vithout offence to his principles as 
fpr as situation L is concerned, 3y the same tolcen, he has no logical 
grounds for objecting to some one else adopting the opposite inter* 
pretation. 

In the circumstances every gstaesmaster must decide for himself 
vhat "from :i raeKans. The choice is, arbitrary and. depends largely on 
ousts, yiev.' of the game as a vhole. 

• Prannan*s Pule Situation B, 

in contrast*, -a logical deduction can he made from the. current 
rule "bo ok in the case, of the second, sentence* The rulebool: states: "If 
the ((convoying)) fleet i:- dislodged on the move, the army may not ii:ove." 
Since it may not move, presumably it can have no effect at. all at its 
•joint of destination. So. that, in some respects, the second sentence 
of hrnnan's Pule merely re-inforces vha-t the rulebook alre&Iy says. , 

}:ost of the early discussion of Prannan 1 s rule, applied, to the 
second "sentence only, •nerha-'S "because it van the more clearly phrased. 
SeeYior example, Calhamer* s . statement, "I pi also inclined to favour 
"Prannen's Pule". Vith "Branpan' 0 '.bale", hovever, there is a paradox 
.....," (BP.OB 7--31)'. The per ad ox. to Mch Oalhamer referred only 
arises "if the second sentence of Pi-annan* Pule is adopted alone; it 
does not arise if both part s of the rule are accepted,- So, seemingly, 
he vas speahing a' ut the ; .second part alone', as did. many -others at that 
time. The. pendulum nov' seems to have svu:.; the other way, and. it is 
the h part" i.'hi^ch receives -most ( ttention. Tor example, in his article 
-'"on ruie ambiguities.-.in sTah -;?22, John honing discusses the h part only, 
and ignores the P part. p • 

Vhile it" vould be possible for a gamesmaster to adopt one or 



other of tre clauses, and. not the other, this has, as far as I am avare, 
not happened, hvery 1 zine T.hich h; g accented the rule lie. s accented, "both 
clausos; and those ahich h---ve rejected it have . rejected "both clauses, 

BSlOEDIhGh._G games '"ail "be run in conformity v/ith Brnman' s ":ule # 
hoth clauses. 

Lest anyone get too excited ah out hr.:.nnarJs hule it should, he 
•90 in tod out that a Bran/nan' s hule situation is a rare event, Brannan 
announced his rule two years ago, as c result of aa< incident in an over- 
the-hoerd game in v hich ho played. Since that time, asfar c s I I; no v.', 
only one ."^rannan's . .uls situation has arisen in postal play. 

That Brannan' l* hule situations should he rare is to le expected 
of course, h convoy move is alv/ays extravagant of force: it ties up 
a minimum of tv;o forces, more if thoCv 1 is a chain of convoying, fleets,- 
or if the fleets themselves require support. It v/ifl-f consecuentxy, 
rarely he used if the ohject is merely to cut support, since that ohjewt t 
ca|B as readily he achieved hy an attack- "by the (iast'^ convoy inr fleet 
alone. Though rare it can, and lias, occurred., fhere should he a rule 
to cover the situation. 



SB/JL-B) BUG 



Chh.UBS TiBILS 3578 Lindholm hoad, Cleveland, Ohio> 44102; I commented 

on Boar dm an 1 s Dilemma at least trice in Lonely 
hountain , on the first nages of ,,''"22 and ;---24 , I thinh I did earlier^ too, 
( ( +{ Quite correct, 1*11 have :to : 'pay more attention to my homework. Last 
issue I h:d to apologize to heinsol for overlooking- his rulirr on the 
Coastal Crawl, hnd no v.' I must apologize to you for not noting your 
remarhs on Boardman 1 s Dilemma jamcc ) +) ) 

CH;BdLBS BEIiT&JL* 120 8th /,ve,, Clarion, Penna,' 16214; .he the Graustark 

#45 questions ( (Boardman 1 s Dilemma ) ) » does the, Bngli sh 

crmy Sweden, still su-nort tlje English fleet into horway? Yes, hut xie 
v;ill go along with Calhamer T s ruling here, 

((+(hh t the support should still he rood, was also my ov.n opinion. 
See -o.?rt of a letter of mine, quoted in / jima ge d d 0 n i a , It is also the' , 
way Charles """ellc rules, as indicated in the two references ".hich he 
mentions, ahove, Boardman himself would rule that way today, judging 
hy his remarks in C-raustarh #112, concerning his axiomatic or a. 
priori philosophy of the rules, hut Calliamer, th-.-; inventor of the 
game, thinks otherwise. See his letter helow, - jamcc ) + ) ) 

AT,T,;ff B, C/JBI/JidlB, 201 "/est 21st St,, Bev horlc City, hY, 10011: I agree 

with your viev; t" ; ah ■ fleet in Gascony can support a. 
fleet standing in Spain ( south coast), or moving into Spain -(south coast). 
Bevertheless the fleet in 3pain( south coast) cannot support the fleet 
in Gascony, 

Let us see if I c^n review and clarify something of the honing' s 
hule - Boardman 1 s Dilemma situation. Suppose we he ve : 

BUSSIA.S /irmy Silesr-a to : Berlin..* 

GBBihBYi Army Berlin to Silesia, hrmy Munich supports army Berlin 
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to Silesia, / t rmy "y'.i -1 to : erlin. 

here the rules. 1 indicate that the army moftes from Berlin to Silesia, 
routing the Russian array in Silesia, which nevertheless -prevents the 
move from hi el to Rerlin. heverftheless, honing 1 s Rule , my original 
intentions end the sample g:ne in the rulehook indicate the. t the 
move hiel to Rerlin should take place. 

honing' s Rule is still involved if we add to the above 
orders the following: 

RUSSIA: ilxxay Prussia supports army Silesia to Berlin. 

.h:i: Rleet Baltic supports .army hiel to Rerlin. 

Adding one support on each side does not escape or substantially 
alter the problem. 

ITow ijfef we simply reverse the roles of the Russian pieues, 
thus changing, the Russian orders to : 

RUSSIA: ^rmy Prussia to Rerlin. .'jrray Silesia supports Prussia 
to Berlin, 

we have Soar dm an' s Dilemma , is this a stand-off in Rerlin, or does 
Germany enter? 

The ! problem now seems to he brought inpto higher relief 
with your ■ example, which is arrived at from the • above by deleting 
the German rfleet in .the Raltic, how literal interpretation calls 
for Germany to- lose herlin; vrhile" realism" calls for a stand-off. 

Rote that if the German attach cawe from another direction 
in all the above cases - 'that is, if Germany had no piece in Rerlin, 
and if & C4erman army had been ordered, from Bohemia to Silesia, with 
the support of the German array in hunich, then the Russian attack 
from Silesia, against Rerlin would have affected the Rerlin "situation 
in every case above in which that attack appears? whereas the 
support delivered by the Russian army in Silesia would not affect 
the Berlin situation in any case above in which it appears, hut where 
the attach on Silesia is frontal, the rules indicate that either 
attack or support from Silesia should affect the battle for Rerlin; 
while honing* s Rule, etc., say that the attack should not affect the 
Berlin battle, and' perhaps imply that the support should not either. 

Ind'eeds- if one accepts honing 1 s Rule, but returns to 
literalism in Roar dm an 1 s Dilemma, one ha a the situation in which a 
support is more robust than an attack. 

Thus it a" .wears that tlw realist needs an additional rale, 
which could cover .both cases, and 'would vitiate both the attack 
and the support. Certain of my objections to new rules are known: 
the liklihood of more latent ambiguities and the possibility of 
a latent contradiction, 'fhc-re is also the hurdle to beginners pre- 
sented by a very long list of rules. 



* 



- 10 - 

I do not "believe that audi a rule wculd deleteriously effect the 
tone, of the gaae, /. battle on the Ihplomacy board is usually between p. 
strong side pnc a weak side. It is desired that the weak side generally 
be compelled to resort to delay and diplomacy to survive; tha t is, I 
die not pish purely tactical upsets, such as occur frequently in chess, 
for example, because I wish to drive the -layers into negotiation, how 
it is obvious that the potential for delay could hi. so great th;.t the 
acne ^'culd not move, or so little that the weak side would not really 
have a die. nee to negotiate he fore it get obliterated. 'i&e realist 
position on the present issues favors the staon t ; side. thus or^ must 
consult hie joints and ash whether it feels lihe the weak aide survives 
too long or is wiped out too quickly. My feeling on this natter is 
that the game coulrd tolerate tki s additional "strong side i! rule. 

f-amesiaasters seen to he reaching this conclusion apro ■os of 
honing 1 s hile, v.here the ambiguity between rules and sample gazae gives 
£hem an entering wedge. I an of the opinion tha-t, for the sake of both 
consistency and "realism" , they could, treat the ambiguity thare- as 
extending in principle: ■ to, hoerdman T s hilemma, -too. 

(,(+(The parallel which you indicate exists between the honing 1 s 
hule situation. and hoerdman 1 s hilevawie is undoubtedly close. I tliinlc that 
anyone strongly committed to -honing 1 b hule v;ould. say also th..t the 
support of any dislodged, unit is automatically cut. Had this discussion 
occurred a year ago, when the tide of opinion vas running strongly in 
favour-.. of honing T s hule, tha:^parallel would, most likely," have 
carried the. day. ht that tine holm Snythc, the moat notable opponent 
of honing 1 s hule, had ceased, publishing? most other gamesna.s~h.rs had 
either committed themselves to the hule, or were using it anyhow, 
without. ..official declaration. 

fhc tide is no~a~-swinging the other way. hoardhan- ha s declared 
against honing 1 s hule. Charles Veils has become luhe-wam in support 
of it, /.nd .so it goes. I hope to explain in a forthcoming i.-sue why 
I have become disenchankted with the .hule. In the circumstances, to 
link hoardman's Dilemma with honing 1 s hule is more lihely to further 
wer.ken support of -the hule than to persuade many to adopt your solution 
of the hilemma. 

X was particularly interested in your renarhs in the last 
paragraphs of you:? letter, y think "most experienced. ••)!,: yeas are 
aware of the fine balance in Diplomacy, s the game is now. ,.s you say, 
it is, if anything,, slightly over-weighted, on the side of defence, 
fhet was typical of the period of history in which the g;ma is- set, 
when the machine gun ruled the battlefield, and offensive counters, such 
as the tank, had not yet been much developed, "fhe g. ^e would probably 
be improved, by a slight a- ,w change toward, greater fluidity, hs you 
say, honing* s hule is a move in that direction, and so is a decision 
in hoardm;; n* s Dilemma which allows the force to be cut. So , for that 
matter, is the Coastal Crawl, hheir adoption would tend to decrease the 
chance of stalemated positions. It -would he easy, of course, to go too 
far in that direction, in • hich case the g a.-e would degenerate into a 
mere race to see who can slaughter the moat of his neighbours the 
soonest, i y feeling is increasingly? though, the t if we are to h...vo 
honing 1 s "• xile and your solution of itoxrdnan* s Dilemma, then t::e pla.ee 
for these rules is in the rulebook, and not a gamesmaster 1 s fiat. -jancc;+ 
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jOTr- rO>T"'"G f 318 South Gjelle Vista, Youngster, Ohio, 44500 * t -;/-49 

i«. just in -today, and there are a number of umngs m u 
I vrsnt to comment on. I just noticed that on your rating system revision 
{4o) you do not list Semes Thoraas. Thomas was the TUTS player yho 
took over Italy from me in 1S64B (hredonia) . Locking at ^edonjLe ,,-^3 
l 's;:e that at the conclusion of the game ~^:e surviving countries 
ranked ?s follows: 

( 1 j .Austria — 17 

f 2 1 Trance — 7 

(3) England «' Germany — 4 each 

(4) Turkey h Italy — 1 each 

Thomas should then get a -3 or somesuch. ' ave you confused him >.ith 
another Jira and thus penalized someone unduly? Or was 'he just omitted 
in the .shuffle? ■ 

Also, on the retreats questions .One possible workable v/ay to 
incorporate 0 alhamer 1 s . sy stem for working out -aulti-possibility retreats 
involving 2. or more countries vould he to h<. ve each player, when 
submitting his retreat, list all possible retreats in the order pre- 
ferred.' Thus if .Russia had to retreat from "Tarsal?, - rith possibilities 
of Prusia, Giles: a, and Galicia, and if r'ermany had to retreat, from 
Berlin vith, Possibilities .of Prussia and Silesia, the .avssian player 
might lists (1) Silesia. (2) Prussia, (o)Galicia, t rid the v.,3rjr.n 
flayers (l) Prussia, (2) Silesia. This v/ould put the German army in 
Prussia and the Russian army in Silesia. If, however, ther German 
flayer liated "(l) Silesia, (2) Prussia, then th "Russian army vould 
end" ip in Galicia, and the German army voulc he annihilated, Thia- 
-orccedure vould require only the usual delay for retreats, though it 
voulc mahe nearly impossible the submitting of conditional moves 
by concerned players.,. so it v?ould require a full retreat move. 

((+(h'ith regard to the rating list question, please see the comment 
on page 4 of t^.is issue. The omission of Thomas 1 name is not an over- 
sight 7 but is intentional and, I am .fraid, you are the person vho^ 
has to bear the -3. point loss. In this instance I realize that such 
an assignraent of points if grossly unfair. I von ! t dig out my Trodonia 
file to verify -matters but, as I remember it, the sequence of events 
vent.. like this: 

In the first tvo ' yea-;, s of play as Italy you picked up tT:o supply 
centres. Italy vas then in a position to pursue 3 strategies! (l) 
Continue its alliance vith /.ustria, and -help in carving up Turkey. 
It nould have netted one or two slices of th.;'. bird. ^s I vas Turkey 
in that g,;me I am thankful that he didni t do this. (2) Italy could, 
"have fallen upon his ally Tu stria. ..s the latter yes fully engaged, in 
the east and had, in addition, to keep units watching his German frontier 
since he had. earlier invaded that country, Italy had a greater than 
normal chance against Tustria. (3) Trance, at about that time, attacked, 
his fo ier ally,. England, leaving the back croor to Tr-nce exposed. 
In other y;o:;c 1 s you handed over a viable country vith excellent 
-^ros^ects. Thomas adopted none of them, G'e dithered, about and, mostly, 
sent in no moves at all. Obviously, in that game, whatever Italy achieved 
should be credited to. you, and any losses it rasde should be debited to 
Thomas* ... 
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T ' f ovcver f you pill realize that thi i: is not the uaual ...ecuonce 
of events, Ysually it i ■ - the resigning;; or, ev?.n a-orse, the defaulting, 
player iihc destroys a country's ch.nces end l.a.vos the replacement to 
try and pich up vhat nieces be can, :y system c: : ." assigning points cn 
countries abich change -;,;ncs in mid-game in ~a see on •. . at is usual, 
moral ^ould seem tc be to ^1 • y cut all rcnes oneself or to bo vary 
careful to choose a reliable replacement. 

Lest you brin: a gun p-itli you on your trip vest ne:;t summer 
to demand rrsonal satisfaction for those lost C joints, lot me point 
out thet the otVer tvo ratin. easterns treat you just as badly in their 
o\t. -..'ays. TTnd or ~'"'o ■ rdman 1 .-. eystera Italy -. cula Il- earned about 30 
centre-year point c in that game. You *. oul.:" get 10 of pliem and fliomas 
the remainder, in spite of the fret that you made all the gainn and 
lie alloiaed ail the losses. Under ..einsel 1 system you net -1, t.nd 
Thomas +1, Seemingly, one g n't -./in, 

" our- sur. c.estion rbou the alternative retreats is an 
excellent one. If anyone vents to use Calhsmer^ multi-retreat system, 
they v/ill have to Incorporate this feature to mahe it usable at all 
in postal play. - jamcc]+)) 

.nOL/f-D TZBDiyr_J11 f 310 a-arrison Street, Denver, Colorado, 80225.81 had 

not intended to vrite so soon hut I just read, the latest 
issue of r. :0!D. Your "Current G^me .ating list" fascinates me* V.laat in 
Yell is a -12? I knov; I am not a great player, but... .even I thinh I 
am better than- ( (name deleted)). Just one more question, ahat m .rices 
Stay the so excellent? I look forward to pl-ying gainst hid. Uveryone 
has the same respect, even ,?we, for him, Yhy??? 

( ( +(-l'or the hating list see expl= nantion cn pa ge 4, and the reply to 
Yoning* s letter, above, The four games you abandoned a.hen called up 
by t -'.e _ir :.:'orce lest year have cost you deer, fhe next time i .. happens 
be sure to choose good , reliable replacement players. 

Ys for Smy the , he ha s certainly j ame-d that respect you raenti on. 
Yy the time you read, this, or shortly aftamaerds, he '.."ill Iia.v-o- v.on 
3 postal games, ho one . Ise has a/on me:. •;, Y.an one. Ye is a player 
v/ho air/ays malces the best of any opportunities of f erred. If you "mean, 
' "ox- does he do it?, then all I can say Is, I only v:ish I Icnev/,-. ~' ' 

If you are serious in you'- ~lsh to play in a game v;ith him, better 
write Y.oning, vhose address Is given above. :"e is the gemesmaster most 
likely to be able to arrange it. -j~racc) + )) 



Yr. Crlhatner' s letter arrived as this issue mas about to be run off. 
Including it, and t] e rest of the letter column, resulted in further 
delay in publication, : nd at a time mhen all mail services are- clo- ;.ed 
and slow, Ys a result, deadlines in both games are set bach to 
Tuesday, 3 January 1957. hllOKDIrGI'.'.G- vould lihe to talce this opportunity 
to T'ish all its players^ subscribers, and e:acahnges, a happy holiday 
season, and the vary best of good fortune for the her/ Year. 



TJROBDIYGYhG- is a journrl of postal Diplomacy, recording games 19 56 / k Q and 
19 66. IV. It is published, an edited by John h.. YcCallum, Iston, alberta, 
Canada. It sells for 10 cents a copy. 



